THE HISTORY OF ART
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Notre Dame in Paris is truly the church of the Virgin.
Four of the six great portals of the cathedral are de-
voted entirely to her. The sculpture above is from the
left portal of the facade. In the center is the Resur-
rection of the Virgin. For it is said that the Virgin
never died; she fell asleep and angels carried her to

Even in Gothic decoration the idea of build-
ing was uppermost. The sculpture of the
thirteenth century is made to fit in with the
strong, straight lines of the churches where
it found its place. Everything is planned in
terms of slender, soaring stone.

Art in the Cathedral of Chartres

Let us look at some of the art in the ca-
thedral of Chartres. We begin with that
noble building because it is in many ways.,
the greatest of French cathedrals, and also
because it shows the beginnings of Gothic.
Its western doors were carved as early as
1150. Indeed, these doors are a link between
Romanesque carving and the Gothic carving
of the rest of the cathedral, which was fin-
ished in the next century.

These three vast doorways, with their wide
arches reaching, in the Gothic fashion, to a

Heaven. Grouped about her tomb are the apostles,
one of whom, Peter, you will know from the key he
carries. Above is the Coronation. The Virgin sits
beside Christ* and an angel leans out of the clouds
to crown her. Below are kings of Israel and prophets.
All around are saints and angels.

point at the top, lead into a great church
that soars toward and seems to lift the uni-
verse up with it to the glory of God. The
Romanesque churches had shown pictures of
little except Heaven and hell. The Gothic
ones bring in all the good things of this earth
to the glory of the Lord.

For those eager Normans who had overrun
so much of Europe had settled down by the
thirteenth century and made themselves at
home. Their days of learning how to live
and govern were now over, and they had
time to sit back and think about this very
interesting world in which we live.

How the Great Cathedral Was Built

Just as people fell to thinking about the
wonders of this world, there came a man like
St Francis to tell them how beautiful it really
is. He and his friars went all through the
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